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Innovative and up-to-dateÃ¢â‚¬â€¢the number one Introduction to Geology textbook. The Fourth

Edition of Earth: Portrait of a Planet provides the perfect balance between an authoritative, yet

accessible text and a stunning narrative art program. This makes it the book of choice for instructors

and students, who all have their own diverse styles of both teaching and learning. The Fourth

Edition of this best-selling text constitutes a major revision, packed with recent updates and new

features such as beautiful and innovative narrative figures, stimulating inquiry-based pedagogy, a

tightened core narrative, hundreds of new photographs, and coverage of hot topics, like the March

2011 earthquake/tsunami that devastated Japan, the rare element crisis, the shifting price of oil, and

the recent tornado outbreaks.
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Stephen Marshak is professor of geology at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, where he

is also the director of the School of Earth, Society, and Environment. He holds an A.B. from Cornell

University, an M.S. from the University of Arizona, and a Ph.D. from Columbia University. Steve's

research interests lie in structural geology and tectonics. This work has taken him into the field on a

number of continents. Steve loves teaching and has won his college's and university's highest

teaching awards. In addition to research papers and Earth Science, Steve has also authored Earth:

Portrait of a Planet, Essentials of Geology, and has co-authored the Laboratory Manual for

Introductory Geology, Earth Structure: An Introduction to Structural Geology and Tectonics, and



Basic Methods of Structural Geology.

Excellent introductory geology book, one of the few texts that I kept and still have from my first

geology class! Great diagrams and I still use it for reference (4 years later) on current class papers!

I saved money getting this older edition, but I have been able to keep up with the class just fine!

The best textbook I've had to purchase so far for any class (GEOL-1401 at DCCCD). Easy read.

Very to the point and well explained. Beautiful detail. I love all of the photos and diagrams. I'm

keeping my copy. (Geosciences geek at heart.)

Great book

I don't really love any textbook, but this came on time and had beautifully colored pictures.

Just as described. Thank You!

Its used as it said but works fine as a textbook.

Do you want to save money? Buy the third Edition it has the same information, same chapters and

the third edition is cheaper.
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